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THE GLEASON FAMILY
OF ANDOVER

Thomas Gleason tock the oath of Fidelity at “atertown, before
William Bond, June 1, 1652. As he was then a man of 41 or 45 years of
age, married, with several children, it is extremely probable that the
oath was taken very soon after his arrival in this country, as at that
time the authorities were very prompt in calling upon strangers to
take the oath,because of troublesome situations that might arise,
questioning their authority over persons who did not expressly recoge
nize ite.

The name was spelled LESON by Bond, and this spelling without the
"g", seems to have been the popular mode down to 1700, and was used
frequently dowvn as far as the nevolution, although in Court records and

formal documents the "

G" was used.

From affadavits in the Coﬁnty regdords it appears that Thomas was
born either in 1607 or 1611, His’wife was Susanna Page, born 1616, a
sister of William Page of Watertown. They had eight children recorded and
poszibly were the parents of Susanna Gleason, b. 1639,

The family continued to live in Watertown until 1655 or 6, when

they removed to Cambridge, just a short distance over the line. In 1657
Thomas rented the Dunster farm on klassachusetta Ave.,west of Alewife
Brook or *enotomy River, as it was then called. In 1659, he rented from
Capt. Scarlett the Hajor Gibbons farm or Squa Sachem reservation, which
he occupied until 1665+ In the winter of 1665-6 he returned to Cambridge
where he lived until his death, either in 1686 or 1687. Susanna probablyv
died in Jan. 1690/l1., Among their children were :-

Susanna (2), b. 1639,

Thomas (2)

Joseph (2)

John (2)

Mary (2) b. in Cambridge, Oct.31l, 1657.

Isasc (2), b. ---;was in Falis Fight, 1676; lived at Enfield.

William (2), b. in England, 1651 orl652; was in expedition against
Philip in 1675 and was 1n Narragansett or Swamp Fight; m,
Abiah ---, in 1678;lived in present Arlington; he d. Jan.
1690; she m. 2nd., Hugh Day.
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williem(2) Gleason ( Thomas (1) end wife, Abieh, hed:-

williem (3), b. April 15,1679; lived in Brookline; d. 1742,
Joseph (3), bapt.April 10,1687; b, in Cambridge,1684; bapt. in Water-

town.
Jonn (S), b. 1682 in Cambridge;bapt.April 10, 1687 in Watertown;d.l71Y

in Suffolk, Conn, _ _

Elizabeth (3),b.in Cambridge,1686;bapt. in Watertown,Apr.10,1687; m.

Samuel Randall,

Esther (8)., b.Sept. 15,1688; d. Sept. 27,

Isasc (3), b, 1690;bept.Dec,7,1690; in Watertown; m. in Boston,Ann
Earthy, Dec.50, 1714; she d. in Brookline, Jan.28,1718: he |
m. 2nd., nary;--; his 3rd wife was Elizabeth Harrington,
whom he m., June 26,1740; he d. probably in Burlington, after
1754; left Burlington farm to son, John.

Isasc(5)Gleason(Wn. (2)Thos,{1) and wife, Ann Earthy, bad:~

wmiizapeuvn(4), b. in brookiine, Sept.24,.1716,
Isaac (4), b. " " ,Jan.7,1718; probably d.y.
by 2nd wife, Mary:-

Jonn{4),b.in Brookiine;bapt.Feb,21,1720; m. Dorothy Gidding;moved to
Woburn, North Parish, now Burlington.

David (4), b. in Brookline, Dec.4,1721; m. Mercy Perry; d.in Boston,
1758,
Josiah (4), b. in Woburn, 1724; d. in Chelsea, Nov.ll, 1784,

Susanna (4), b. in Woburn, June 8, 1727; m. in Woburn,Joseph Pilerce,

Feb.21, 1751,
William (4), b. in Woburn, Jan.2,1730; m. lst.,Mary Leger; she d. Oct.

5, 1776 at 45; he m. 2nd., widow Mary Uoss; he d. in Bill-
erica, Feb.2, 1818,

Isaac (4), b. in Woburn, Feb.l0, 1754; was a Capt.; lived in Waltham;
d. Mar.18,179l1. ‘ '

Joseph (4), b. in Woburn, June 10, 1736; d. in French War,
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Tm. (4) Gleason (Isasc(3)Wm.(2)Thos.(1) and 1st wife, Mary Leger,had:w

Jilliam (&), b. Aug. 21, 1756; d.ye.

Mary (5), b. Aug. 17 1758; m. biark Pitman; lived in Maine.
Vec,9,1753; /

Hanna (5), b. Dec.l0, 1760; m./Tim Welker , son of Joseph; he was b.July

27, 1758 ; movea to browniield, Maine,

William (5), b. Feb., 13, 1763; m. Feb.ll, 1795, Sally Bacon of Bedford,
siie de “ec.le 1852 at 81; he d.bept 26E1844. §
Rebecca (5), b. Dec.l0, 1765- m. Feb. 28 1786,Joseph *aywood or Harwood

of Brownfield, Maine. Had:-
Jeseph (6) b.1800; m. 1821,4aria Yana of Fryeburg, dau.
of Judah Dana. he was Judge of Supreme Ct,

Joseph (5), b.Feb.5, 1768; m. i~y 31, 1798, Sara Cock, dau.of Seers ; he
de larch 21, 1849; she d. fay 21, 1851,
Ruth (5), b. May 2, 1770; d.--.

Sera (5), b. Aug, 15, 1772; m. 1801, Wm. Honus of Boston; had:-
willism (G).
Lucy (8)
Augustus (8)
Aeron (B)
Francis (8)

Lucy (5), b. blarch 21, 1776; d.ye
Lucy (5) 2nd., bapt. July 7, 1782,

William (5)Wm.(4)lsazc(3)tm.(2)Thos.(1) and wife, Sally Bacon, had :-

Sara (6), b. Aug. 1, 1797; m. 1826, June 1, Robert Ames of Woburn.

daughter (6) b. gnd d. Feb.20, 1799.
william (6), b. Jan.1l, 1801; d. March 1, 1801.
lary (6), b. April 13,1803.

\ .
Elizabeth (6}, b. 0ct.53,1805; m. Dec.f,‘l831, Jeremish Goldsmith of AND-

OVER,

Abigeil Harriet, (6), b.Jan.22, 1808; m. Yeorge Crosby of Boston, son of
MiChaela

Wm. Legar (6), b. Nov. 1, 1809; m. June 1, 1842, Mary Baker, daughter of
John, had:-
Sara (7), b. July 13, 1843,
Louise (6) D Feb 3 1812 m., May 1£,1844, Dan Richardson of %oburn.
daughter (&), b. and ’a. lov. 9, 1814.

Josia Bacon (b) p. July 13,1816; m. ilary Hartwell;lived in Lexington;-
nrv (7§ Josia(?) Fred Lugene (7).
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John (4)GTeason(Isaac(3)m,(2)Thos.(1) and wife,Dorothy Godding:-

.y Jonas(5), b, Feb. 6, 1747; m/ 1st, Ruth Bacon of “exington, dau, of
o Nath'l and Abigail (Wyman)Bacon, April 30, 1771; she d. Apr.3,
1793 at 46 years. He m., 2nd., Abigail Danforth; she d. Sept.5,
1815; he d. Yeb.1815, Had 7 children.
Benjamin (B), b. Dec.25, 1748;m. FYeb. 4, 1772, Yeborah Beard, dau. of
Jonathan and Yeborah (Buck)Beard, of Wilmington; lived in ANDOV%
and Reading.®1® Vas b, in "ilmington, Oct.31,1749; d. in Bedford
/Aug.23,1839,/
Thomas (5), b. Nov. 29, 1751; of Bedford.
Elizabeth (5), b. Nov. 25, 1753.
Jonas(5)Gleason(Jdn.(4)Isaacly)ihu,\2)rhos, (1) and 1lst wife,Ruth Bacon:-
Rhoda (6), b. Sept. 28, 1777; m. her couson, Ben (6) Gleason, Jr.,4nt.
o~ ilarch 10, 1803 ; m.May 22, 1803; they lived in Andover; he
vas a mason.
Ruth (6), bapt in Lexington, Sept. 20, 1772.
Hannah (6), b. in Bedford, Sept. 17, 1775,
Jonas (6), b. Feb.,12,1780;
Simeon(6), b.July 15,1782; m.Susannah Parker Jones, lay 29, 1804.
Dorcas (6), b. Aug. 13,1786; d. June 16,1787,
by 2nd wife, Abigail Danforth :-
Jerenian (6), b, Feb.l0, 1796,
Charles (6), b. March 14,1798
. Benjamin (5 )Gleason(Jn. (4)Isanc(3)wm,(2)Thos.(1) and ﬁeborah Beard:-
Lolly (&), b. in #ilmington,Feb.l0, 1774; lived with brother Joel, in
&jii/ Pedford: unm,

Joel (6), b. in Toburn; 2nd Parish;1776; m, Lydia ---.
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Children of Benjamin (5) Gleason and wife, Reborah Beard, ( cont.) :-

John (6), b. 1785; was a mason; nm. Feb.22,1815,Tamesin Shattuck ; he d.
in Andover, DPec.29, 1849; she d. April 4, 1831.
Jonathan (6), b. ; me 1lst,Lettice, ~-- --; she d. here Sept.

26, 1800; had dau, bLavinia (7), b. Sept. 23,1800. He m. 2md.,

~_ from Reade
lMay 19, 1803, Sarah Foster; he joined South Chureh/I7 ~.. "
ing, 1813; /
YT - 1in 1826 was set off to West Parish. he did not die here.

Josepn L6), b. gbout 1782;m. bucy Bancrotf't of Gardner, 1807; she d.
Fev, 24, 1837, age 54, in Reading, where they went to live in
1829, They had made their home on the Stephen Abbott estate in
Scotland District.He was in War of 1812, a Captain of Andover
Artillery, stationed on Dorchester ﬁeights. He lost his prop-
erty in Andover, through endorsing a note for a friend, He
died in Tewksbury Sept. 21, 1846 age 65; is buried at Reading

Berjamin (6)b. about 17804 in Burlington; m. his cousin Rhoda Gleason,
dau. of Jonas (5) and wife Ruth (Bacon) Gleason, Hay 22,1803;
he d. in Andover, Eeb.l2, 1852. Ben lived in the Jackson plag
built on a Parish lot which he bought at suction 18103;he sold
it to the Trustees of F.A. 1815. ( Now the home of Prof.Stone
at “ain Streect and wheeler Ave.(1935) Rhoda d, here Kov.20,

1857,

- - — - -

Benjamin(6)Gleason(Ben(5)dn. (4)Isaac(3)im(2)Thos. (1 )and wife Rnoda, had:

rnoda (7), beOCt.3l,ls04; u. Sept. 12,1805,

Rhoda (7) 2nd., b. March 27, 1808; m. Ephraim Everson,Yan.29,1834;he
came from Plymouth and with others, set up a machine shop in
Andover; he joined South Church 1834 and was dismissed to

help found Free Church in the Anti-Slavery controversy,l846;

( )

he was a deacon.
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CHildren of Benjamin (6) Gleason and wife, Rhoda, ( cont.) :-
Tustus(7), also called JUSTIN, D. July 5, 1806; d. Nov. 14,1842,

- Demeris (7), b. Sept. 15,1810; m. Thomas H. Kimball, May 14,1829; ( I pre-

i\s</' sume the Kimball Book has her but 1 distruet that collection in

rlaces, as there are grave errors. The author did not live to com

plete it himself.)

Gamaliel (7), b. april 26, 1812; m. Harngh M, Morse of Alexandria, Va.,
she d. lay 27, 1863 at 41, !
Nov. 1, 18264 he m. 2nd., Margaret idoore, widow of ®~amuel A,

-9

inite of Bedfora, L.H. Sre was dau, of .m. Wocre and w. -artha
polmes;she had a son, Hoses Thite, by her lst husband, Gamaliel
and his first wife lived near Phillips Academy in a houseflater
occupied by a club of students. lie then moved to the brick house

N He was a mason. /
near Smith & #anning's grocery store,./He d, march 24,1879 , tender=-

v cared for Dby his 2ad wife. She was aevoted to the church and

a zsalous worker for tne Joien's Rellefl vorps; was very hospitable
A &4

’f\ and was loved by ail the Gleasons.,.
Hobart (7), b. iarch 29, 1814; was named for Hobart Clark the post-master,
a friend of Ben Gleason; he d. Feb.21, 1817,
Koses (7), b. July 26, 1816; d. unm., lav 22, 1843,
John (6)Gleason(“en(5)&n.(4)Isaac(3)ﬁn.(Z)Thos.(l)and Tamesin Shattuck:-
( Yyman =g an overscer here in Nathan Frye's woolen mill for many years.
This is now owne®t by the Stevens family of North 4ndover.)
Tmman (7), be Dec.3, 1816; m.slizabeth “anning of Tewksbury; he d.®ept.l5,
1872,
twins (7), b. Feb.23,1819; not named; one d. same day.
7illdam (7), b. “arch 29, 1821; m. Jan.2, 1851,S8arah P. leedham, 24, dau. ¢
i\ of Ben Needham and w. ¥abbys(ibigail); she d. in Boston,
~ llarch 4, 1862 at 35.

- John V. (7), b. sbout 1825; a mason; d. unm. in Boston,Yan.30, 1874,

Yeorge (7), b, Sept. 19,1827;went to Minn,with explorere;prob.killed by
- was a beautyy a fine singer, also. - pp—
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Jonathan (6) Gleason(Ben(5)dn.(4)Iszac(3) m.(2)Thos.(l) and SBarah Foster:

Sarah (7), b. Yec.8, 1805; m. #“arch 5,1860,John Smith, as his 2nd wife;he

was 63; son of Peter Smith and wife, ﬂenrietta; was a flax manu-

facturer of Scotland; his career and beguests to the Town of And-

over arc well knowm; see Eailey's Iiistorical Sketches; he was
greatly attached to his wife, “arah, who was a very charming and
superior woman, indeed; she outlived him, and was greatly be~

loved by her step-children,

Allanda (7), b. Oct.l4, 1807; also cal'ed AMANDA; m. Hathan Frye,April 4,

1833; he made a snug fortune in the mill business in the Civil
Vlar. He sold the business to Stevens; dled after a long iliness.

Left 2 children.

Horatio (7), ©. June 1, 1810; m. Sarah D, Fren??,May 15, 1°34; married a
2

July 16, 1840
very lovely zirl who d./ a few years later; left:-

soratio (8) who was adopted by his uncle Justin;went on
the B, and M.R.R.; later had charge of the farm up
country owned bg §urber of the Board of Directors.

3

b.duly 25, 183
Sarah (8){ was adopted by Benjamin Punchard of Andover , who

had no children;she was a famous beauty; m. a llr,

Baldwin of Hlew York.

Justin (7), b. July 2, 1812;lived in Lawrence; m. 8 kiss lickaughton of

of X¥ewburyport; adopted his nephew,lioratio and a girl named

mmery; a very fine,rare character and well married.

Foster (7), b. April 28, 1816; d. Oct.3,1819.

Gordon (7), b. Sept. 6, 1818,

- o -—— - - -
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Capt.Joseph(6)Gleason(Ben(5)John(4)Isasc (3 )'m(2)Thos. (1 )and Lucy Bancroft

Giiman(7), H. Lov. 5, 1809,

John William (7), b. Pec,10, 1811.

Joseph He (7), b. July 5, 1814; was alive 1907 in Reading.
Albert (7), b. Sept.28, 1816; lived in Reading.

Ydward B. (7), b. 1821,

- — - - e -

Gamaliel(?)Gleason(Ben(6)(5)Jn.(4)Isaac‘3)Wm.(Z)Ehos.(l)and Hannsh Morse:

Rhoda liatilda(8), be “an.l, 1835;d. Acgust 10,
Hannah Virginia (8), b. July 14,1839; d. Yec.20, 1844,
Capoline (8), b. not recorded; d. Jan.30,1843 age 19 mo.
Benjemin G. (8), b.say 28, 1844; colliege graduate; had a business in
Philadelphia at one time; was a mason here; m. Elizabeth Gros-
venor, dau of James Yrosvenor and w. Klizabeth Hindle; her
father, James Grosvenor was ticket agent here at B, and l.R.R.
for years;her mother was a relative of lirs. Punchard and was
wealthy. Ben and &lizabeth eloped. He died Aug. 22,1898; she
lived in West Andover until death.
iloses V. (8), b. in Newburyport about 1846; was a mason; m. liarietta
Cock of HNewburyport, Liarch 14,1871; she was dau. of lMoody and
Eliz. Cook; they had no children; he was an invalid for many
years; d. in andover, Sept. 4,1902,

Frank 4. (8), b. about 1845; d. Nov. 6,1852 age 7.

Seillin Nesbit (8), b. about 1860 d. in Wilton, N.H.,Oct.ll, 1862,

Wyman (7 )Gleason(Jn. (6 )en(5)Jn. (4)Isazc '3 )W, (2)Thos. (1) and Eliz.Mann-

ing:-

Alfred (8), b. lobY; d. April 12, 1863,

Frank Edward (8), b. 1864; m. in Lowell, Sept.10,1891,Mary E. Blood of
ANDOVER; she was 26, an heiress, daughter of Marshall Blood
and wife “ary Cornell. Frank E, was a coal dealer here, succ-
eeding her uncle, John Connell in businesss

Lila (8)- : kept books for her brother.

Charles (8)-

- emem o~ -
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Ben Ge.(8)Giteason{uamaltiel(7)Ben(6-5)Jn.\4) ?saac\5)& Briz, Grosvenor:-

—
\\;//, Ben G. (9), be in Scranton, Pa.; d. in Lawrence,iug.4,.872, age 2 yrs.
a Charlotte Kimball (9), b. in Andover,July 12, 1884; m. May 11, 1905,
Wn. T. Law of North Reading; he was son of Frederick and Mary
( Brown) Law, b. in Boston.
Nesbit G. (9), b.Ne¥sll,1872; m. June 7, 1894, Alice Christle; she was
be in Scotland, dau. of Wm. Christie and w. Alice Watson; he
Later with Am.Woolen Co.
worked for the American Zxpress Co./They had:-
(ﬁeiiieof’r&ié’eﬁﬁin%8&.«.253?58&‘;1%%%355: the House,1916-7.)
James (9), b. ; was with Am. Express Co. awhile; went to Boston
and married there.
Other (Gleasons nere.were :-
o~ Ben #. Gleason, merchant of Boston, with a wife Louisa, had :-
- Ellen Augusta, b. vune 18, 1lu34.
Ben Franklin, b. Auz. 26, 1838,
Charles Whitney, b. April 9, 184l.
Stillman A. b. Aug. 12, 1843,
Joseph, b. Feb. 28, 1845.
Ben F.probably 2nd., b. 1847; d. in North Parish, sug. 25,1848 at 10 mo.
T wgpgaret L, Glea;;;, 27, b. in Colebr0?k,-§:H., dau. of Edwardaggd
Sohhronia, married, April 30, iG.o, DPavid Stiles of Nobhh Andoverihe was
age 40, a shbéemaker, don of Elijah and labitha.
-_—é;;nk L. Gleason ;E_g;rnard, Vi.,resldent of égégon, age 28, son
_ of Jn.W. Gleason and w. Reziah $. iloore, m. Feb. 13, 1890, Margery Low,
23, Scotch, dau. of James C. lLow and w. ™argaret White.
N
o

Hitt It
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