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LlrwDE FAMILY 

In 1648, Thomas ~2) l.Jynde of Malden with his associate, Joseph 

Hill, were appointed with others, to survey the" great hiehway" 

planned fromWinnisimmet Ferry to Reading, thence to Andover,andte 
and Ii1.errimac. 

1iaverhilJ)' Nicholas Holt and Lieut. '1'homas Marshall, laid out the 

Andover- Reading section, which' occasioned wrangling and an appeal, 

in 1651 to John Osgood, oun Andover Representative , and Robert 

Clements of haverhill and Francis Smith of Heading, who, suspecting 

favori tism dn the part of the .i::;alden surveyors, had them dropped 

from the project. 

Unfortunately, both Osgood and Smith both died that yoar,and 

the course of the road, which was the cause of the holdup, remained 

unset-i;led. 

In 1652, the Liourt acted again, and set 'l'homas i11arshall of Read -

ine, John Smith and John Sprague, to go on with the work. Thomas 

Lynde, who had deposed that it ~ould be more convenient to set t~ 

new' highway on the old road to Reading II from '1'om Lines corn fields 

and over some part of his fields to firm ground above his house"7-

got the road located as he wished, due to strenuous wire-pulling. 

Tpm always got whG.t he wanted. 

'rhese roads follov/ed trails, in part, and did not go arpund 

hiLLS, but over them.1:1hen the early 1and lookers made a tour of 

several da7s to the north of Charlestown, they reported great hills 

of rocks of no use to the sett1ers aDd said that settlements would 

go r.o farther. In :"lilmington there Viere terrible swamps under 

water all the year round- which were not invaded or drai:ned until 

tl-~e Railroad went through in 1830. 

164r:e highway to Salem-vIii Middleton was 'surveyed! the same y~:/ 


