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Honor Girl by Maggie Thrash 
This graphic novel memoir re-
counts Thrash’s emotional com-
ing-of age (and coming out) ex-
periences at a Christian sum-
mer camp for girls. Euphoria 

and heartbreak, all in one read. 
 
Most Dangerous: Daniel Ells-
berg and the Secret History of 
the Vietnam War by Steve 
Sheinkin 
People have been leaking sensi-
tive government documents for 
as long as things have been la-

beled “Top Secret.”  This award willing jour-
nalistic account  recounts the history of the 
Vietnam War, details the complete reversal 
of one man’s loyalties, chronicles the down-
fall of a presidential administration, exam-
ines First Amendment rights, and explores 
honor and morality.  
 

Fatal Fever: Tracking Down 
Typhoid Mary by Gail Jarrow 
This book tells the story of Mary 
Mallon, an asymptomatic ty-
phoid fever carrier notorious for 
infecting many New Yorkers at 

the turn of the twentieth century, and the 
“germ detective” intent on stopping Mary 
from spreading the deadly disease. 

 
Symphony for the City of the 
Dead: Dimitri Shostakovich 
and the Siege of Leningrad 
Composer Dimitri Shostakovich 
completed his Seventh Sympho-
ny during the horrors of the 900-
day Siege of Leningrad during 

World War II. This history of the 1st half of 
the 20th century in Soviet Russia is dra-
matic, challenging, and will suck you in. 

 
 

Looking for something a little different?  
  

Try Novelist.   
 

It’s a database Memorial Hall Library  
subscribes to that lets you search for books  

according to subject and age level.   
 

Just go to http://www.mhl.org/online-
resources/databases 
and click on Novelist.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OR 

 
Fill out our personalized reading suggestions 

survey and a teen librarian will email you book 
recommendations: 
http://mhl.org/66 
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Bubonic Panic: When Plague 
Invaded America by Gail    
Jarrow 
San Francisco in 1900. A man 
dies a strange and horrible 
death in Chinatown. The plague 
had come to America! This is 

the true story of the doctors who fought to 
end the plague, the politicians who tried to 
keep it hidden, and the brave scientists who 
uncovered the infectious disease’s secrets. 

 
This Land is Our Land: A 
History of American by Lin-
da Barret Osborne 
Arm yourself with intelligence 
before you weigh in on discus-
sions about immigration.  This 
book traces the historical evo-

lution of the government’s (and the people’s) 
responses to immigration, paying special at-
tention to the years between 1800 and 1965.  

 
The Imitation Game: Alan Tu-
ring Decoded by Jim Ottaviani 
and Leland Purvis 
A graphic biography of the math-
ematician and scientist whose 
code breaking efforts cracked 
the “unbeatable” German     
Enigma code machine during 

WWII.  Learn about the unconventional geni-
us who, after the war, was tried, convicted 
and punished for being openly gay. Riveting 
and tragic.   

 
Trinity: A Graphic History of 
the First Atomic Bomb by Jon-
athan Fetter-Vorm 
An unflinching look at the far-
reaching political, environmental, 
and psychological effects of the 
atomic bomb. In pictures. 

Black Lives Matter 
by Sue Bradford Edwards 
and Duchess Harris 
Learn more about the shoot-
ings that touched off pas-
sionate protests, the work of 
activists to bring about a 

more just legal system, and the tensions 
in US society that these events have 
brought to light. 

 
Everything is Teeth by 
Evie Wyld 
Growing up in Australia, 
Evie was obsessed with 
sharks — their ruthless-
ness, stealth, and incredi-
ble power.  This graphic 

memoir talks about family, love, loss and 
the irresistible forces that, like sharks, 
stalk us, ready to emerge any minute. 
 

Marooned in the Arctic: 
The True Story of Ada 
Blackjack, the “Female 
Robinson Crusoe” 
One tough mother.  Literally.  
The only survivor of a 4 man 
expedition (she was a cook 
and seamstress), this moth-

er wanted to get back to her son, and 
she did so by trapping foxes, catching 
seals and avoiding deadly polar bears. 

 
Andre the Giant: Life and 
Legend by Box Brown 
At almost 7 and a half feet 
tall, and weighing in at 500 
lbs., this is the graphic biog-
raphy of Andre Roussimoff, 
was one of modern        
wrestling's first stars and 

the  famously loveable giant in The Prin-
cess Bride. 

Ukulele for Dummies by 
Alistair Wood. 
Did you know that the library 
lends ukuleles?  Well, it 
does.  And here’s the book 
that can teach you how to 
become awesome at it. 

 
Same But Different: Teen 
Life on the Autism Express 
by Holly Robinson Peete, 
Ryan Elizabeth Peete and 
RJ Peete 
It’s hard to be a teen.  It’s 
even harder to be a teen with 
autism.  These twins (one 

with Autism and one without) talk about 
their experiences growing up together.  

 
It’s Your World: Get In-
formed, Get Inspired & Get 
Going! By Chelsea Clinton 
Anybody can make a positive 
difference in the world.  Learn 
about the Big Issues facing 
the world today, and learn 
how you (yes, you!) can help. 
 
 
Feminism: Reinventing the 
F-Word by Nadia Abusha-
nab Higgins 
While most people say they 
believe in equal rights, the 
word feminism makes people 
uncomfortable.  Explore the 
history of US feminism 

though its pioneers and through modern 
movement leaders.  After reading this 
book, you’ll be able to respond to “Am I a 
feminist?” with a confident, informed voice.   
 


